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A Special Compartment in Hell: Slate.Com--
Cyberbully Victim Deserved It

So what? She deserved it? 

So now court documents reveal that Phoebe Prince, the teen who killed herself in
response to being bullied, was a troubled young woman on seroquel and a cutter and
probably succumbed to suicidal ideation as a result of a pre-existing condition and
not--so “The Journalist” breaking the story would have us believe--cyberbullying. 

The Journalist details the young woman as a sick puppy who deserved the animal
abuse she received: 

My investigation into the events that gave rise to Phoebe’s death, based on
extensive interviews and review of law enforcement records, reveals the
uncomfortable fact that Phoebe helped set in motion the conflicts with other
students that ended in them turning on her. Her death was tragic, and she shouldn’t
have been bullied. But she was deeply troubled [oh, if that's the case, it's ok then]
long before she ever met the six defendants. And her own behavior made other
students understandably upset.—The Journalist 
 
Is this the pre-existing condition clause in the Constitution? What, are HMOs selling
themselves as journalists these days? You’re denying the claim, then, madam? 

I take it we’re to view the bullying which focused itself on a tortured young woman to
be a public service, a mercy killing ending her suffering, or as neurophilosopher Paul
Churchland might put it, a case of “normal” kids driving the miscreant from the
sandbox. Is that it? 

What next? Euthanasia for troubled teens? 

The so-called journalist who broke news of these documents appeared on the Today
Show Wednesday morning and tried to portray her position as, by some miracle,
more sophisticated than prior coverage of the story has been. "It's more complicated
than just a black and white case of bullying," The Journalist purred. 

In reality, her position on this episode of good old-fashioned, traditional American
brutality is pornographically moronic. Her misguided attempt at blowback
management winds up being bully advocacy. And it isn't really a nuanced position.
Here it is in a nutshell:

Phoebe Prince was mentally ill. Ergo, she deserved it. 

I get that The Journalist was attempting to counteract overreaction and advocate for
leniency for the bullies. Why that project must include an assault on the victim
based on bias against the mentally ill is beyond me. How do you win mercy for the
accused by justifying the victim's target status?

There is something especially sick about it. I said sick and not surprising. 
 
This slop is generated by a mainstream media that sees no problem with torture,
obeys every command the DoD gives it, covers up Abu Ghraib, collateral murder, and
the Gaza Flotilla Massacre and waves the flag to dispense with every ugly
demonstration of devolved American cruelty it is forced to deal with by nontraditional
journalistic sources. 

Why should it have a problem with debunking victims of bullies? 

It is all just kids behaving normally, luxuriating in the cruelty native to the human soul
and the crowning feature of contemporary Americana. 

They see the taunting and ugliness Phoebe experienced as a bad case of “normal
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girl drama,” as several kids put it to me. And though it’s hard to say so, because
nobody, rightly, wants to blame the girl who died, many kids see it as normal girl
drama that Phoebe contributed to.—The Journalist 
 
There is something seriously wrong with “normal Girl drama.” There is something
seriously wrong with America. There is something seriously wrong with this
Journalist. I think she needs to be put on seroquel. There is something seriously
wrong with NBC for broadcasting her views.

There is something seriously wrong, in other words, with excusing bullying on the
implied basis that, after all, the victim WAS a freak. 

Should teenagers be held responsible for acting out toward a girl who turned out to
be far more unstable than any of them truly understood?—The Journalist 
 
No, no, not at all. We are all honor bound to rid society of the unstable. These bullies
are national heroes. We need a freakless America. Freaks weigh the rest of us
down. They are a heavy burden on the taxpayer, after all.

Well, the implications of that are clear. We now have permission to seek out the
mentally ill, the homeless, the crippled, and the aged and kick the crap out of them
and not live in fear of prosecution. Someone from Slate.com will go on Today Show
and tout the social utility of ridding ourselves of the expense of dealing with the
constitutionally unfit, thereby making the perpetrator out to be a victim. 

Oh, its okay then. She was a sick, troubled weirdo. It was all right to bully her.

To paraphrase the great Christopher Walken in The Dead Zone: It was not all right. It
was not okay. 

Awh, come on, the bully apologists say. In a Social Darwinistic kind of way, bullying
winnows out the weak. We can’t have weak people in “America.” Where will we get
our harsh interrogators, our extraordinary renditioneers, our Commander Centcoms, if
we put bullies in jail? It is all right. It is okay. 

It is not all right. It is not okay. 

Getting a kick out of bullying is as American as Apple Pie and we ought therefore
not to be ashamed of enjoying it. Knowing that my bullying spree will be celebrated
by the Today Show gives me the cover I need to give the freaks the proper
pummeling their inferior genetic make-up requires. To paraphrase the old high school
cheer: It's all right. It's okay. We will whup their asses anyway! 

It is not all right. It is not okay. 

If we follow the eugenical pre-existing-condition argument put forward by Slate.com
and its bully apologist, we are honor bound, then, to begin instituting a policy of
surgical strikes on teen failures, starting with those on medication and then seeking
out and destroying those in institutions or halfway houses. Reward points go to the
bully who delivers the most humiliating verbal or physical beating, like in the video
game where you get to select the choicest humiliations after you vanquish your
opponent. 

Humiliation is, after all, the chief American Export. See Iraq. See Abu Ghraib. See
Bagram Air Force Base.  

We can name it the Miscreant Elimination Program, in honor of Mr. Churchland. 

In the end, the next chapter of the South Hadley bullying story isn’t really about
innocence versus guilt. It’s about proportional versus disproportional punishment. All
of the kids accused of hurting Phoebe Prince have been kicked out of school. They
have been the focus of intense, public rage. They’ve been blamed for the suicide of
a vulnerable, troubled girl. They will live with this always. Maybe that is already
enough.—The Journalist 
 
How humane. With Phoebe conveniently dead, The Journalist need not show her any
mercy. She focuses her compassion on the people who psychologically tortured her.
They are still alive. Why waste your compassion on the dead?

It isn't apparent that The Journalist has a child. It isn't likely, judging from the
position she takes in the piece, that she has ever been bullied. Perhaps she should
have subjected herself to a dose or two of it to truly get a sense of how deeply
humiliating it is. Maybe she went to private school.

Maybe she was a bully.

But I guess Slate has grown tired of listening to parents’ sob stories about their kids
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Posted by Gary Haden at 7:17 AM  
Labels: Cyberbullying, Special Compartment in Hell

being bullied. It isn’t as if I believe these bully kids should get the death penalty, but
they ought not to emerge with suspended sentences and a tour of duty shelving
books at the Public Library, either. It is one thing to make a plea for leniency. It is
quite another to imply troubled teens deserve to be bullied or worse. 

The Journalist rightly examines the role of the school system in the tragedy. And,
indeed, for anyone out there curious as to where American Cruelty gets cultivated,
the proving grounds can be found in the American School System. That is where the
hate gets forged. You want to know why we so easily take to torture and humiliation
like fish to water read up on the American Public School System. It is the most
efficient human misery maker ever devised.

Why she didn't keep to that critique and instead focused on rehabilitating the
perpetrators is puzzling. 

Maybe that is why The Journalist quotes Alan Dershowitz, renowned perpetrator
apologist, to aid her cause. Dershowitz is a well-compensated past master of the
victim-perpetrator switcheroo (see the O.J. Simpson Case), a self-anointed critic of
sob stories, and, tellingly, the author of The Abuse Excuse. That Dershowitz is being
deployed here suggests something slightly askew with the intent of this report. I
mean, I believe this piece is essentially psychologically sick, but you can't ignore the
possibility that it is merely pretrial deliberations. 

In other words, It may have more to do with the Defense Attorneys floating trial
balloons out to test argumentation than anything so noble as a plea for leniency by
The Journalist. 

Leniency was not something that was afforded to Phoebe by the accused. 

The question is: Who is sickest? The troubled teen who took her own life in protest
of a brutal world or the brutally ignorant journalists who exemplify everything that is
morally sickest about that world by implying Phoebe deserved what happened to
her? 

Phoebe Prince is free now of that sick world. 

The rest of us get to be tortured by the bullying moral retardation of NBC News,
Slate.com, The Journalist, and Alan Dershowitz. 

It wasn’t all right. It wasn’t okay. 

--------------
Sources and Follow-ups

What really happened to Phoebe Prince? by The Journalist 
Massachusetts Anti-Bullying Law
For a taste of Dershowitz's deployment of his "abuse excuse" critique, see also The
Abuse Excuse article at Slate.com. 
Cyberbullying 
Cyberbullying Research Center 

3 comments:
Brownie said...
I'm located about 35 miles south of South Hadley. It's a suburban/rural
western-MA town much like the one I live in. Bullying isn't new in So. Hadley
(nor in the surburbs of Massachusetts).

When the Phoebe Prince suicide happened, I was heartbroken for this poor
kid and her mother - both were very recent immigrants to America. BTW,
there's a high population of Irish-Americans in So. Hadley, so that wasn't a
factor (some of the bullies were Irish or part Irish descent).

I read the entire Slate article a few days ago. The journalist has been in So.
Hadley for months now doing investigative reporting. This along with other
reports and having a neighbor who's daughter and sil live in So. Hadley, has
made me more aware of the variables in this case.

I'll predict that there will be no successful prosecutions on all the charges
brought against the bullies that were indicted by D.A. Elizabeth Scheibel.
They'll plead out to reduced charges or maybe go to trial.

Scheibel has overreached (which she's known to do). For example she
brought to trial an Aspergers Syndrome teen for shooting a model rocket in
So. Hadley (no injuries, not shot at anyone) The case went to trial (the boy
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refused a plea - good for him I say) and was found NOT GUILTY on all
counts! Scheibel brought a weak, vindictive case against someone who
never should have been indicted in the first place.

Another embarassment for her is 'Pottygate'. This turned out to be Scheibel's
political swansong and she's not running for D.A. again in November. She
became so insensed when a court official had a court officer open her locked
office to retrieve the toilet key, that she called in the state police and
assembed a grand jury to indict the court official! Nothing was stolen from
her office and the key had been quickly returned after an attorney used the
locked bathroom. But, Scheibel called it burglary/breaking and entering.

When reporters from the Boston Globe wrote an article on it, she
suppoenaed them as well as their quickly hired defense attorneys! A higher
court quashed the supoeanas, making a fool out of her. And the case against
the court official was eventually dropped.

With a D.A. like this, the Prince family won't get justice. The same school
officials, teachers and counselors are still in place. Frankly it's them who
should be on trial as far as I'm concerned.
July 26, 2010 10:55 PM

Gary Haden said...
It is going to be interesting to see what goes down with the passage of the
new cyberstalking laws. We now have laws on cyberbullying and
cyberstalking. All we need now is some case law and we'll be getting that
shortly, looks like.
July 27, 2010 7:11 AM

Brownie said...
Yes! Gary, something has to be done because no one is really safe or private
anymore. With the internet and texting anything can be written to or written
about another person - truth/lies/combination. There's no relief, no sanctuary
at home anymore where a wall can go up and no one can harass you. At
least, in the pre-internet/pre-cellphone past, those who were picked on could
rely on going home after school and having some peace.

I forgot to mention another young person, in the area, who committed suicide
from anti-gay slurs. His name was Karl Walker-Hoover and lived in
Springfield. His mother has been on some news programs advocating for
anti-bullying measures. 

He killed himself in April of 2009 and did not receive the national or
international attention that Phoebe Prince did. Perhaps it's because he was
black and not a pretty white girl. I don't know for sure. But, his story is in many
ways even more tragic than hers as he was much younger.

Brief description:

http://www.ask.com/wiki/Carl_Joseph_Walker-Hoover
July 29, 2010 7:23 PM
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