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Evidentiary Disposition of the Extraterrestrial
Hypothesis (ETH)
by Gary Haden

In fairness to skeptics who’ve read this blog, it seems only fitting to offer a few third-
party definitions of the fallacy of appeal to ignorance, or, as commented on below,
the argument from ignorance, so that the argument is out there from a relatively
objective source:

The fallacy of appeal to ignorance*[*The Latin name of this fallacy is argumentum ad ignorantium.] is
an argument that uses an opponent’s inability to disprove a conclusion as proof of the conclusion’s
correctness. By shifting the burden of proof outside the argument onto the person hearing the
argument, such an argument becomes irrelevant. One’s inability to disprove a conclusion cannot by
itself be regarded as proof that the conclusion is true. (Emphasis in original.)

S. Morris Engel, With Good Reason: An Introduction to Informal Fallacies, 4th Ed.
St. Martin’s Press, New York: 1990, p. 214.

“The argument ad ignorantium (from ignorance),” writes Irving M. Copi & Carl Cohen, “is the mistake
that is committed when it is argued that a proposition is true simply on the basis that it has
not been proved false, or that it is false because it has not been proved true. We realize,
on reflection, that many false propositions have not yet been proved false, and many true
propositions have not yet been proved true—and thus our ignorance of how to prove or disprove a
proposition does not establish either truth or falsehood. This fallacious appeal to ignorance crops up
most commonly in the misunderstandings incidental to developing science, where propositions
whose truth cannot yet be established are mistakenly held to be false for that reason, and also in the
world of pseudoscience, where propositions about psychic phenomena and the like are fallaciously
held to be true because their falsehood has not been conclusively established.” (Bold emphasis in
original; italics added.)

Irving M. Copi & Carl Cohen. Introduction to Logic, 10th Edition. Prentice Hall: Upper
Saddle River, New Jersey: 1998, pp. 162. 163.

Skepticality et al.’s call for evidence, I assume, stems from an admission on their
parts they aren’t able to disprove the ETH but also, given their charge of the
argument from ignorance, it isn’t their responsibility, and that the evidence has not
been presented. In other words, they’re guilty of the fallacy as well since, by claiming
lack of evidence, Copi and Cohen would say, Skepticality et al. are contending the
ETH was false because it hasn’t been proven true. Ergo, their own argument is from
ignorance. That’s the trick with these fallacies. They’re so dialectical. They cut both
ways. Charging someone with fallacious violations inevitably involves you in the
crime.

I’m assuming hereunder that Skeptics would classify UFOlogical and paranormal
research as pseudoscience, even though, where UFOs are concerned, a nuclear
physicist has offered hypotheses concerning the possibility of interstellar travel and
historical-critical analysis has been conducted on the documentary evidence by that
same nuclear physicist and others. There is also trace evidence research on saucer
landings and physician-led research on bodily implants. Eye-witness accounts are
admissible in court, as are photographs, and surveillance film. I would, therefore, by
way of contrast, classify UFOlogical research as developing science.

The evidence presented by UFOlogical scholars has not been proved false by
fundamentalist science. By the Skeptics’ own admission. To invoke the argument
from ignorance in the face of voluminous evidence is to admit the weakness of your
own rebuttal--a rebuttal which, in Skepticality’s case, consists of complete
disrespect of many years hard labor undertaken by the anti-fundamentalist
UFOlogical researchers.

Skeptics would probably nominate SETI to be the politically correct choice to
investigate the ETH. They are the established Church of Reason in the search for
extraterrestrial life. They also seem to be excessively fond of radio telescopes.
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Despite their favorite-son status, SETI’s lack of progress is irritating even their
fundamentalist-scientist brethren.

Because I have a duty to believers in the ETH and agnostics, I make a
countercharge to Skeptics and accuse them, in their debunking procedurals, of the
following fallacy:

[The fallacy of appeal to authority: ]“We make an appeal to authority whenever we try to justify an
idea by citing some source of expertise as a reason for holding that idea. Appeals to authority are
often valid, as when we tell someone to use a certain medicine because the doctor has prescribed it.
But appeals to authority can be fallacious, as when we cite those who have no special competence
regarding the matter at hand. The fallacy of appeal to authority, therefore, is an argument that
attempts to overawe an opponent into accepting a conclusion by playing on his or her reluctance to
challenge famous people, time-honored customs, or widely held beliefs. The fallacy appeals, at base,
to our feelings of modesty,* to our sense that others know better than we do. [*The British
Philosopher John Locke gave this fallacy its Latin name, argumentum ad verecundiam, literally, “an
argument addressed to our sense of modesty.” Verecundiam carries connotations of shame as well
as modesty, emphasizing how we may be browbeaten into accepting an erroneous conclusion
because we are ashamed to dispute supposed authority.]” (Emphasis in original.)

Engel p. 208.

And from Copi & Cohen:

“The fallacy ad verecundiam arises when the appeal is made to parties having no legitimate
claim to authority in the matter at hand. Thus, in an argument about morality, an appeal to the
opinions of Darwin, a towering figure in biology, would be fallacious, as would be an appeal to the
opinions of a great artist such as Picasso to settle an economic dispute.” (Emphases in original.)

Copi & Cohen p. 165.

Skeptics would suggest that the authorities in the UFO question are James Randi,
Carl Sagan, Bill Nye, and Phil Klass. These are all outstanding gentlemen,
especially Randi, who has exposed many a fraud in his day. With the exception of
Klass, none of these gentlemen have ever done field work investigating flying
saucers. They’ve never done extensive interviews. They have never analyzed trace
evidence or done lab work on bodily implants. I don’t think they’ve ever interviewed
the many people who’ve had their lives threatened because of their involvement in the
subject. I’m sure the only photographs they’ve examined are the obvious fakes by
the usual suspects, such as Adamsky and Meier et al.

Now, I am sure that Skeptics would contend Stanton Friedman, a nuclear physicist,
is an inappropriate authority. I’m sure they’d contend Ted Phillips, the workaholic
trace-evidence investigator, is an inappropriate authority. I’m sure Nick Pope, the
former chief UFO debunker of the UK’s MoD, is an inappropriate authority. Claiming
the insanity defense, a form of the fallacy of personal attack, I’m sure Skeptics would
anoint Ed Mitchell, Gordon Cooper, and Buzz Aldrin, Apollo Astronauts inappropriate
authorities. I’m sure the ironic of these contentions would be lost on them.

I contend that the usual Skeptics called to debunk UFOs on Larry King, FOX News,
or some other fake news source are inappropriate authorities because they’ve done
no work in the field. They’re used as experts to shame any dispute of the skeptical
reception of the ETH.
Well, they wouldn’t be caught dead doing such a thing as investigating a UFO. How
preposterous!

One, it would kill their academic careers. Two, there is no money in it.

If there’s no money in it, there’s one thing a skeptical science-fundamentalist is
going to say. To quote people from my neighborhood, “AWH, Hell no!”

All Skeptics have to do is recite the usual zingers, take the check from Larry King,
and go back to their Saturday Morning Kiddies Shows.

There isn’t any conclusion a fundamentalist scientist can’t reach if she is paid
enough money. No field work involved. No interviews with the witnesses. Just cold
hard adherence to the script, baby. Just like Karl Rove taught ya. And the lucrative
check is in the mail.

The evidence in support of the ETH is not lacking. Skeptics simply haven’t reviewed
it. And by reviewing it, I mean stitch by stitch, yard by yard. Every photograph. Every
eye-witness report. Every piece of footage. Every pilot report. Every soil sample.
Every gynecological exam. Every report by a law enforcement officer, fire chief,
medical examiner, doctor, nurse, and talking horse. The Cometa Report. The
authenticated memos in addition to the discredited memos. I’ll accept the judgment
that the evidence is not proof if I have evidence the evidence was gone over rigorously
in the first place.
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Posted by Gary Haden at 6:08 AM  
Labels: argument from authority, ETH, scientific egomania, skeptics

The statement that there is no evidence is false. There is evidence. The quality of
that evidence is tested by its thorough review, not by its summary dismissal. You
can’t dismiss evidence out of hand and then claim to be an authority on its validity.
Your case would be thrown out by a higher court.

In other words, don’t review the book if you haven’t read it. I know that is a common
response to skeptics. But don’t say there isn’t any evidence. If you’ve reviewed it,
thoroughly, and found it bad or insufficient—say so. The proper phrase to use is “the
evidence is insufficient”—not the evidence does not exist.

Having said that, it would be AWFULLY NICE if we had HARD EVIDENCE in the
form of a walking, talking extraterrestrial on the White House Lawn, the Rose
Garden, or on Larry King.
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Bill Nye Debating Roswell on Larry King

Shameless Plugs

I don't know if there are any DOCTOR WHO fans out there, but David Tennant, who
recently retired from the role of the Doctor, took on the role of Hamlet for the Royal
Shakespeare Company. Great Performances on PBS is going to broadcast it on
Wednesday here in the east coast. The buzz is that the performance is something
else. Patrick Stewart plays Claudius so this Hamlet has true Sci-Fi roots. I was
shocked to the bone when Tennant assumed the role of the Doctor. I was a complete
Christopher Eccleston fan. Tennant OWNED the Doctor so completely I am still
recovering. I expect the same mastercraft in Hamlet. Look out for it.

Skepticality is an excellent podcast. I encourage believers, agnostics, atheists,
priests, nuns, novitiates, and alien beings to check them out. I especially urge the
paranormal community to listen to what they have to say. Their feed is on the
sidebar.

If anyone is interested in alternative news, check out Daktari Impossible. The feed is
on the sidebar.

Apparently, Paratopia is winding down. Jeremy Vaeni and Jeff Ritzman did awesome
work with that show. Seventy shows is a lot. Maybe they'd like to create something
new. I hope they do. They are very talented and bright guys. Hopefully, they will be
producing something from their mad scientist laboratories very soon.

1 comments:
Wil Kein said...
To begin I'd like to point out one small error. When you refer to skeptics, I
assume you mean "pseudoskeptics" due to the fact that the examples given
(Klass, Randi) are only skeptical of things they don't particularly care for.
Actual skeptics are those who entertain all possibilities, and would probably
never engage in the sort of childish antics and "flim-flam" for which Randi is
notorious.

That being said, even if it were proven that some UFOs were definitely "real",
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there is no solid evidence that they are ET in nature. And much (if not all) of
the "evidence" that people reference is not evidence of the ETH, but merely
evidence that something strange is afoot. In fact, there is much evidence that
undermines the ETH, but it is summarily ignored by "serious researchers"
(who seem to only be serious about their personal pet beliefs).

I would encourage everyone interested in UFOs and other strange
phenomena to read a bit on non-Aristotelian logic and general semantics,
otherwise they might ignore the excluded middle.

After all, UFOs, the ETH... these are ideas which were originally invented by
SciFi authors and the US Air Force.

Considering that a close eye is kept on things entering the Earth's
Atmosphere (weird goings-on might get noticed), I'm a big fan of both the
Interdimensional Hypothesis and the Time Traveler Hypothesis - but I
reserve the right to change my mind tomorrow (or yesterday for the time
travelers). John Keel's "Ultraterrestrials" and even the various people
throughout history who have theorized a superior civilization living right here
on Earth (Cryptoterrestrials, perhaps?) have also crossed my mind. Might
explain those Ancient "Astronauts" (perhaps those "space" helmets
sometimes depicted could be analogous to scuba-type helmets).

Anyway, something to think about.

And yes, David Tennant was an awesome Doctor - my girlfriend's favorite, I
hate to admit.
June 23, 2010 12:42 AM
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