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The Gray Alien as Tumor Capitalist: Karl Marx and
Alien Abduction
Karl Marx doesn’t really have much to do with Alien Abduction. So why import Marx
into a conversation about alien abduction and gray aliens?
I don’t know. Why not?

I don’t pretend to understand Marx or Alien Abduction. So I’m going to fake it.

To summarize Marx, the history of the world is the history of class struggle. This
struggle is basically binary. It is between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, the
ruling class and the ruled class, the capitalist and the laborer, the corporation and its
employees. Alienation occurs when the laborer finds his labor colonized and directed
by an alien power, in this case the capitalist. 

This alienation is cured through violent revolution. 

Well, that sucks. How are homeless people supposed to fight a revolution? How
many people are supposed to die simply because you can’t get along with your
boss? Isn’t it better to mimic Gandhi, this time arming your revolution with
disposable camcorders and camera phones to film the sins of the oppressor and
post them to YouTube? 

Anyway—let’s let Marx steer for a while. 

So there’s your gross, non-exhaustive, and probably inaccurate over-simplification of
Marx from a gross, non-exhaustive, over-simplified and inaccurate mind. 

You can see Marx most vividly in the pompous iterations of conservative rhetoricians
who pipe ear-splittingly about class warfare. Well, what this does is, it inoculates the
employers of the conservative pipe organs, the capitalists, from any responsibility for
their actions. So, if you’re wondering who Marx is--he’s the guy who provides the
talking points for the republican babblers on FOX News.

Using Marxist night goggles, I think class warfare is a good place to look for alien
abductions. I am quite sure this has been done before and I apologize to analysts
who’ve traveled this road before. However, if you are reading me, I have to question
your analytic seriousness.

Whatever the ontological status of Gray Aliens, they seem to make their appearance
in the psychological hinterlands of the human mind. They tend to hide in hypnotic
states and hypnagogic night terrors. Occasionally, trace evidence is left behind, a
trail to possible physical reality. But, without a few million bucks to spend on
adequate scientific investigation, those trails are usually impassable by anything
other than speculation. 

We’re left with the Gray Alien who is a psychological artifact, a psychological work of
fiction. As a work of fiction, what do they mean? What is the point?

“If the product of labor is alien to me, if it confronts me as an alien power, to whom
then does it belong?” Karl Marx asks in Estranged Labor. “To a being other than me.”

One way to look at Grays is as alienating Capitalist horrors, come to invade our
lives, come to exploit us sexually and genetically, and come to simply take what
they want, in a kind of cosmic manifest destiny, whether we want them to or not.
They’re like today’s transnational corporations, the new superclass, the
socioeconomic gated community we all live outside of: transhumans with no human
affect, no limit to their exploitative powers, and unreachable, for rebellion purposes,
due to their perspectival advantage. They economically occupy ground so high any
complaint on our parts is shouted down by the sheer positional distance, bought by
wealth, between us. 

In warfare, occupy the high ground. In class warfare, the high ground is the high rent
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district. No dogs allowed. We are the dogs.

Transnational corporations (TCs) behave in ways that slowly euthanize unfit humans.
Though they “care about the small people,” they don’t have much face-to-face
contact with the small people. TCs don’t suffer the consequences of their actions
nearly as intimately as the small people do. Closed factories throw families on to the
streets. The heady Capitalist fishes up the family’s foreclosed home and sells it at
profit after winning a bet the unfit human blight would default on their mortgage
payments.

Or the TC wipes out an entire gulf, nuking fishing industries, poisoning beaches, and
eliminating tourism. Conceivably, once all the suckers who’ve lived in the devastated
region have completed their diasporas, the TCs will move in and build casinos and
whorehouses. 

The TC uberclass or overclass hovers like a saucer over the small people. Their
perspectival superiority, as much attitude as altitude, achieves an otherness that
strikes the steel worker, the fisherman, the bus driver, or the janitor, as completely
and utterly alien. 

The corporation’s effect on life is often subliminal, beneath awareness. It is like an
undetected cancer killing the organism it feeds on while the organism goes about its
daily business oblivious to what is happening to it. Just as Grays operate at the
borders of consciousness so do the TCs, abducting humans, confiscating their
vitality, wasting that vitality in stupid repetitive tasks and windmill chases, tossing the
resulting husk aside when the exploitation is consummated. You know a worker is
done when his body has been worked to the state of a bag of bones, battered, in
need of medical care and medical insurance, neither of which he can afford, facing a
short retirement period.

Two weeks and then the grave.

Indeed, it is as socioeconomic husk that the abductee, often in economic distress if
we are to believe scholars like George Hansen, revisits her victimization at the hands
of TCs through her symbolic reconstruction of the trauma: ET replaces the TC, the
invading alien sucking out her life force, taking advantage of her complete
helplessness--sleep paralysis facilitates alien abduction as economic paralysis
facilitates corporate abduction. Grays take advantage of a living rigor mortis to make
off with the abductee and corporations take advantage of the threat of rigor mortis to
make off with the abductee’s labor and, consequently, her life. 

The Grays are Tumor Capitalists--parasites, like BP or Unocal or Haliburton. They
abduct us to serve their purposes, whether those purposes be genetic regeneration
or oil wars in the Middle East and Central Asia. The Gray is today’s CEO, a visage
drained of human affect, humanity constitutionally abominated through the
ministrations of “late capitalism.” The soulless survival-of-the-fittest philosophy at the
heart of contemporary capitalist viciousness, the socioeconomic darwinism that
permeates its most ardent devotees, such as the United States, where abduction
reports are abundant--the TCs steal lives because they can--is also at the heart of
the Grays’ project.

In groping about in the dark to find out what is going on, the human mind has come
up with the perfect motif to symbolize humans getting the life sucked out of them by
exploitative corporate tumors: the Gray Alien ET, Tumor Capitalist, bug-eyed zombie
in a labcoat, harvesting eggs from human females as TCs harvest a life’s work from
the common laborer, abducts because it can, because IT is the fittest, because IT,
like the TC, is the Cosmic Sovereign. ETs and TCs, here, are one and the same. 

“The alien being,” says Karl Marx in Estranged Labor, “to whom labor and the
produce of labor belongs, in whose service labor is done and for whose benefit the
produce of labor is provided, can only be man himself.”

Their ontological status is uncontestable. The U.S. Supreme Court, after all, has
decreed that Corporations are persons.

The Alien-Human Hybrid is, therefore, a symbol of humanity collapsing into the Alien.
It means that Tumor Capitalism is transforming humans into transhumans, monsters
possessed of inhuman capacities--capacities that cross borders and violate
boundaries. For the capitalist to triumph, he must do what Marx felt revolutionaries
had to do to triumph. He must go outside of the normal channels. In order to deploy
military agents that faithfully carry out the instructions of the capitalist, the military
agent must be dispossessed of any disinclination to perpetrate acts that go “outside
normal channels.” This is the border crossing ability of the transhuman. The
transhuman can kill indiscriminately because he does not recognize the ontological
worth of his target. His target is literally an avatar from a video game and not
anything human and certainly not anything with a family.
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Posted by Gary Haden at 6:23 AM  
Labels: Grays, Karl Marx, Transhumans

In other words, inhuman acts are merely the actualizations of the transhuman-
inhuman self, a truly alien being. This is a colonial-abductionist project, sanctioned
now by the Supreme Court. Something that isn’t human is now deemed to be
human. 

And if online gamers psychologically mimic their avatars, the characters they play in
role-playing games, as in the Proteus Effect of Nick Yee, and if the context of the
game implies some sort of psychological colonization of the gamer’s mind by
transhuman projects, are we not creating transhuman monsters through games like
Splinter Cell or Halo, transhumans who, by the time they arrive at the real battlefield,
are ready to do anything, blow up anyone, torture anyone, exterminate anyone? That
may be Stanley McCrystal’s wet dream, but is it what we want? 

Isn’t human affect being revised by the pixelated avatar, internalized, or introjected,
as Melanie Klein might hold, by gamers, hybridizing the human mind with inhuman
affects and, consequently, inhuman behaviors?

To alienate is to take something and pervert it into something it isn’t.

So, seeing through a glass darkly, we’re doing the best we can in psychologically
describing what is happening to us. Because we are helpless to do anything about
what is happening to us, whether because of a sleep paralysis of reason or the threat
of death by starvation from lack of employment, we are forced, in alien/corporate
abduction, to comply. Read Karl Marx and Ludwig Feuerbach, take a swig of brandy,
watch Wall Street and Intruders and I think you will start to see the effect.

Your subservient existence is the shine the transhuman glosses his ego with. It
doesn’t matter who you are or who you think you are. You will be machined into the
Alien/Corporate project. You will either be a footnote to the narcissistic glory of the
Transhuman or you will die outside the confines of the corporate gated community,
starved and oil-covered, a relic of human pusillanimity.

You will lay, covered in petrol, next to the rest of the dead and dying critters. You will
dream of the night the aliens abducted you and took away the last shred of dignity
you had.

Or so Karl Marx would have you believe.

-----------------------------------------------
Counterpoint to Marx: John Locke

Cures for Marx: Soren Kierkegaard, Friedrich Nietzsche, Ortega

E. Robert Statham, Jr. Ortega y Gasset’s “Revolt”and the Problem of Mass Rule.
Modern Age, Summer 2004.

They Live—Marx and Sci-fi with Rowdy Roddy Piper

Sarah Juliet Lauro and Karen Embry. A Zombie Manifesto: The Nonhuman Condition
in the Era of Advanced Capitalism
Quotes from Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 by Karl Marx, Martin
Milligan translator, and the Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx and Frederick Engels,
Prometheus Books: Buffalo, 1988.
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